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What a great end to the term! We thoroughly enjoyed welcoming you all in for parents evening;
the teachers have shared all the wonderful achievements the children have made so far this
term. If you did not manage to attend your meeting, please book an appointment for the start
of next term as the children really benefit from sharing their learning with you.

Dear Parents and Carers,

The children have worked so hard this term; we hope you had the opportunity to look through
their books and celebrate with them. Keep an eye out for the curriculum newsletters that come
out in week 1 of each term, which will outline the new learning in each subject.

Thank you for all of your support this term and for the encouragement you have given your
children. Have a restful break and we will see you all on Tuesday 31st October, when school re-
opens.

Arbor
Thank you to all the parents, who | have spoken to on Tuesday and Thursday. Many of you have
now set up the Arbor app on your phones so will start receiving messages and updates. Eventually
Arbor will be our central platform for payments and clubs but we are doing a gradual transition
over. Please still use ‘Parent Mail’ at the moment. If you need further support or haven't managed
to download the app or login, please come to the front office and we will be more

than happy to support.

Curriculum:

Year 5— We have been finishing our sketches of Victori-
an buildings, inspired by the artist Lowry. They have en-
joyed exploring detail and have produced some stunning
pieces!

Year 4—We have loved doing our kennings this week.
Children chose a secret topic to write their kenning about and then took turns guessing what it is. They
presented them beautifully, even illustrating their work.

Year 1—This week Year 1 were send a post card from Sir David Attenborough; the children were sent

on a special mission to find the animals that have been let loose in our school. Children followed foot-

prints and investigated what animals it could be. They enjoyed making a wanted poster for the chosen
animals in our science lesson.
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Dates for your Diary
Date Year Group Event
Friday 20th October Whole school Half Term Break

School re-opens: Tuesday 31st October

Thursday 2nd November YR parents starting | Second Open evening for prospective parents of Recep-
(4:30-5:30pm) Sep 2024 tion children for September 2024

(Book your place on our website)

Thursday 9th November— Whole School Book Fair held in the school library. Please come along.
Tuesday 14th November
(from 3:15pm)

e

Tuesday 5th December Year 5 Space Centre Trip

Leaving school 8:30am

Messages from Mrs Llewelyn (our Family Sup-

port Worker and DSL)

e If you need help with setting up Arbor
or school communications, please
come and see me.

e Any parents that have old school uniform, in good
condition, please bring to office. We can pass Mrs. Turner—Deputy Headteacher

these on to parents in need. Mrs. Williams—EXxecutive Headteacher

e Are you struggling to afford food? Blackthorn
have a food bank every Friday 10:00am-11:00am Friday 20th October 2023

at the Community Centre (leaflet in front office)
School Contact details: Tel— 01604 4011820




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should thoy feel
itis nooded. This guide focuses on one of many games which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcolloge.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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| What Parents & Carers Need to Know about
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After two decades of holding the official FIFA licence, EA Sports’ phenomenally successful football video game
series has embarked on a solo run at goal. This season’s iteration marks the debut appearance of a new name
‘ ¥'and branding, but don't let those fool you — EA Sports FC 24 is still a very similar proposition to last year 57 ’

. FIFA 23. Popular features such as Ultimate Teom remain a b|g focus, meaning that potentially costly \
WHATARE v in-game spending is still among the line-up of risks that parents and carers should be aware of. \
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versions of the FIFA franchise tended " players into buying or sellin

to be minor, but young fans of the | 3 \ outside the terms of service from EA
game are almos¥ certain to want the h and console manufacturers. This
new edition in around 12 months’ ' — y shady practice can lead to accounts
time, so they can ko':.p playing with i ; being banned and in-game items
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ocross PlayStation 5, Xbox Serles X o " Just like real-life football, EA Sports =
and S, and PC. That's exciting news i . FC 24 offers a thrilling, dynamic
for youngsters who love to play with = blend of tactical awareness and skill
friends online ~ but connecting a . that fans find absolutely
much wider audience does engrossing. Among younger players
potentially open lines of in patlculur, this could lead to
communication between children Identifiers of a gaming disordor as
and far older online gamers. they plead for “just one more
game” before bedtime or spend
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IN-GAME PURCHASES &~ ‘ ' SN < S, Ultimate Team packs.

In FIFA, Ultimate Team proved * *
to be a profitable innovation for
developers Electronic Arts (EA),
and Is now found in many of their
other titles. Players spend in-game
currency to recruit better footballers
for their team, but this process can
tako a frustratingly long time - so
fans may be tempted to skip
M d by payin real-world cash
to unlock that coveled star
midfielder.
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- Ityour child enjoys Ultimate Team mode, check [ EA does contact players via email (although not to Many parents of young football-oriented
S lhatyour:cnd yment details mlorumm 5 Or assm:owutchoutm worry about their chil ayhgmmuch
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Playing EA Sports FC 24 with friends is highly enjoyable, but if Ultimate Team may be the game's ‘star player’, but there's plenty more
competitive types start to tum toxic online, it can ruin everyone's lun "\ to do h lA Sports C 24 - including modes which allow access to all ol
You could occaslono listen in on the voice chat of your child’s gai g names without n g' yonp to u

for any warn: ns that things may be about to boil over. ‘I’Ms oos thom. Thls mw version of the game Includes even more women's t-ams,
double when y g online with strangers: volco contact with u another step forward in representation: an important subject to
players can be turned off in the game’s settings. discuts and celebrate with children.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.10.2023




